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CMASTAL SMEILLAME FORCE~ S4IMAR?
August 1968

Thew nnth of August found MAIMT TIME unts at a new high level of 0

harassing eneW positions and mvement as well as supporting friendly

ground forces along the coast of South Vietnam* Between 16 and 23 August

a new weekly mark of 224 naval gunfire missions established, more than

normlly carried out in an entire month during the first three years of

Operation 1HAFMT TDI. Efforts to obtain more reports of gun damage

assessment also began to pay off during August and are reflected in

statistics on enoW forces. In totalp 859 naval gunfire miasions were

conducted in response to tactical intelligence and in support of friendly

forces. Mhis total included 29 incidents in which hostile fire on surveil-

lance units were suppressed and 27 cases in -which evading junks or sampans

were taken under fire.

Indigenous fishing activity and coastal shipping were slightly below

their normal seasonal levels for August as early autumn tropical storms

brought unfavorable weather. During the month MARKIT TIE units made a

total of 94,194 detections of junks and sampans in their patrol areas.

Of these detections, 46,757 were ins.ected and another 21,155 were boarded

and searc•od. An effort was made to obtain more effective enforcement of

restricted zones through the destruction of craft belonging to repeated

violators. Additional surveillance results included 1,130 detections of

steel-hulled craft transiting XARTT TIEM areas. All were determined to
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be non-auspicious through 700 inspections and 62 boardings.

During a patrol on 7 Aug-ust PCF 21. observru a concentration of 50

to 75 perons on the beach about 20 miles northwest of Chu Lai on four

- occasions. The personnel dispersed each tim the "Swift" boat approached.

A naval. gunfire mission wa authorized by sector authorities after an air-

borne spotter was called to investigate and noted tunnels and bunkers in

the treelire. An estimated 25 eneaW were kiUled or -rvunded as ?CF 21

saturated the area with sortar and mchine gun fir** Tin days earlier the

same craft had killed 5 Viet Gong as they attempted to evade at a point

several milae; north of Quang Mgai.,

Shortly after 2idnight on 10 August PCI 31 was contacted by Detach-

raent 4 of Coz4ined Action Comnan 0 located near Chu Lai 10 miles east

of i• e. M"a detachmnt vas under heavy -aachine-Sun and -renade attack

and requested ur-ený illumination and zunfi:e support. The "wi4ft" boat

was joined by PCF 39 and USS CLARION aIM (L" 409) in defeating the

ene• attack. Aith the LIM delivering the bulk of the destructive fire

"and the "Swift* boats illuminat•ing, 37 structures more destroyed and 11

*V Iiet Cong killed. Numrous blcod trails and drag =irks vere also observed

durinZ a follw-up sweep of the area&

At a point 30 miles south of kuang gai on the morning of the 17th a

0- sampan wiAth 4 persons on board atteirped to evade USCGG POIT DUME. Three

of the occupants successfully evaded over a sand dunej, inwever., the fourth

,.ras pinned down and captured by the cutter's small boat. Upon capture the

-'. .- . -' m c o s w a ( 1 )
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mao age about 36 and carrTing no identific~tion papers, stated a desire

to Chien Jbi.

On 2 August USCOC ŽML•TOM (WHX,67) joined in an operation against

a Viet Coqg base area nea the south of the Oig Doo River. Other h .=

T••E units pýrticipated with PCFs ?2, 93 and 38 in support, of an assault

involving fixed ving air strikesp VIetnamese Navy Coastal Croup 41 units$

a Iegional Sou-ce comzpany and a Popular Force platoon. Aftor fueling the

"S-wift* boats in the early morning the cutter coxrnced fIrLn in spport

oV the coastal group Junks and "Swift" boats as they headed fbr the objec-

tiv with the troops 8 miles up the river, Following Lhe group sweep

A4TOD1KA covered the retrn of the assault force down the river. During

the day the cutter destroyed 16 s3apana, daaged 62 structures and 16 other

sax.ns, and covered 4 areas of enemy trenches. The ope-rtio= at a cost of

one friendly wounded netted two Viet Cong killed, thee "±lst Cong captured,

onurous captured documnts and four weapons, and one £amily desiring to

Chi.eu Hoi,

Mnclosure (1)
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RIVER PATROL FORCE SUMKAfrY
August 1968

En-Wy acti•ity continued at a low level during the early part of

the month as the Viet Cong avoided major contact with allied forces.

Although it was surmised that the en=W had co•enced its third offen-

sive around the 20th of August, enemy initiated attacks against GARB

LIRMN Forces were winimal ' "here were 3 Navymen killed -;d 23 wownded

by the enemy, while casualties i~flicted on the CoMaMnst aggressors

totaled 88 ZIA and 5 WAA. One helicopter gunship crashed, and was later

destroyed when it was determined to be unsalvageable, after being hit

by eneW ground fire. Four crermembers wre:- injured in the crash that

occurred on 25 A••ust, 6 miles east of Tan Chau.

Throughout the month TF 116 units continued to maintain pressure

on the enem so as to thwart his efforts to regroup and execute an

effective major offensive,. As the PBRRs alertly patrolled the rivers

and canals dzrapting the enemies lines of coa nication, the SEAT

conducted attacks against Viet Cong base ecmps and commo-liaison routes

making the movement of troops and supplies a difficult chore for the

ýn=w forces.

Attacks against friendly shipping on the Long Tau shipping channel

increased to the second highest number this year when eight incidents

occurred. Although the enemy was active, his ati-tcks were also ineffec-W

tive for there was no stoppage of traffic. In all cases damage was

0r
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4.nimal; however one crewman on the 33 TIRANSUGL(E was killed. The ships

'ttacked weret 38 SOUTHPCRT II on 10 August, the British tanker CALTEX

MICASTLEs, 38 AKMNOOD VICTCIZ and the LW CIBAO on the 22nds the S3

THANSNOR THER eairying ammop on the 25th, the 88 TMýSiGLC on two

separate occasions on the 30th and the Japanese ship TOTCKU XARU also

on the 30th. In addition to the attacks on the Long Tan, the UO34 LT

RO•.I CRAIG and S8 SANTA MONICA were hit, while unloading amo at Cat

Lai, with only minor damage resulting. Reaction forces responding to

the SOU CPRT II atta-c killed 20 Viet Cong.

On 2 August a PBR inspecting a beached sampan was hit by a B-40

rocker that wounded all five crewmen The inThivnz occurred about 5 miles

south-southwest of Nha Be, on the Soirap River, in the same area where the

patrol had intercepted and captured an invading sampan earlier that day.

The occupants of the captured sampan had escaped leaving behind an AX-47

rifle and three B-0 rockets. During a SEAt/PRU operation conducted

31 Jul]y - 2 August, in Chou Doe 1rovinoe near the Cambodian border, one

SEAL was killed and another was wounded by a booby trap grenade. The

friendly forces withdrew frm their mountain objective area located 22

miles northwest of Bach Gia when it was evident that the mission couldn't

be completed without heavy casualties due to the we1l entrenched "ntzy.

Durn'I, another SEAL/PRU operation held late on the evening of 15 August

another SEAL was killed and one wounded when a recon patrol tripped a

booby trap during action 12 miles southeast of Ben Tre. In another

Enclosure (2)
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action seen the same day 7 miles southwest of Go Cong, the SEAls and

PRUs turned the tide of battle and killed 17 Viet Cong and captured

one during a raid on a political training school.

On the morning of 20 August, the hazards of war were felt by ttie

SZALs of Team Detachment "G" Juliett Platoon when a patrol sustained

heavy casualties when they ware taken under fire by their own ambush

element 9 miles northwest of No Cay. Warrant Officer Eugene S. T1hNIN,

the patrol leader, was killed and four others were wounded. One VN LDNN

was also wounded in the tragic mishap. WO-1 TINNIN was buried at sea off

the coast of RVY on 29 August per his earlier stated desires.

On 20 August PBR's from Xy Tho stopped and boarded a water taxi about

4 miles southeast from their base for a routina inspection. After finding

6 bottles of penicillin in a carrying bag, the alert patrol officer, LXJG

GIMMETSON, ordered a search of all packages/containers in the boat. Ten

thousand dollars worth of U. S. medicines were discovered. Three women and

an eight year old boy were detained.

On 24 August SEALs and PRUe teamed up once again to condict an operation

against a Viet Cong hospital and grenade factory located about 8 miles south-

east of Go Cong near the mouth of the My Tho River. In the ensuing encounter

with the enemy the friendly forces killed 32 Viet Cong and destroyed 40

structures. There were no friendly casualties.

About 8 miles northeast of Vinh Long at 2320 on the 27th, a PBR patrol

intercepted two sampans with 24 Viet Cong aboard attempting to make a river

I lD
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crossing. When the PBRs illuminated the area all occupants of the sampans

plunged into the wai.•r. At the same time an undetected sampan with four

Viet Cong opened fire. The patrol took the enemy under fire at ranges as

short as 3 - 4 feet; soon no one was observed swimming ine Viet Cong

bodies were counted floating, but due to the heavy concentration of fire

it was highly probable that the remainder had also been killed and sunk

from view. On 29 August a PBR patrol w•as attacked about 12 miles southeast

of Vinh Long. One sailor died from a penetrating head wound received in

the firefight.

SCOaJF!DF•CIAL
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They suppressed the onuny fire with all, weapons * SubseqLaent to t-h. ambush,

* * it was reported that 29 persons were killed and 27 -wounded in the Phuong

Dien Village muket tp-d*lic Mi les froma the ambush site. Iater that same

evening at- the outshlrts of a friendly village, the Viet Cong struck again.

K Thi a~msh occurred 7 mie southwest of Can 'Tho when~ RAD 91 craft, -4t-h

the 3,/60thI2f ,t 3no emabarkeads were attacked 'by heavy automatio-weapons and

rocket fire* One aTI was deliberately btzachted to keep it, from sinking,

On hour later the artiller7 'barges with their rivarine escort, vere

hit by rocket and 75-mz eolla-iZ fire wwhls transit~ig tWhe "a Tba

Uiver 4 jile~s siuthviest of Can M=o in the vicinitVr 3f the Cai R~ang 3ridgee

The artillery bax-,es, carrying over 1,000 rounds of 105-=c ho-ddtzer a~mnl-

tion !a an ope storaga areas lowered their hoidtzers and laid doiun a bar.-

rage of deadly O~eebiv,' artillery "Lre into the ambush -)oeitioiw. Zlzrtl:7

after the initi~al attacks the escorthing cralft which were interspersed amongst

the three-mzile coJlu= of boat.2, retortad beit- %nder at-tack and retuarned

the fir. width their e53 cal iber machine guns and 20-c and 40-=n cannons*

A number of ?ietnamso civillans and m.litar~men in the torm of Cai Rang

were caught in the crossfirs -which resulted in 43 dead (1 ARTN' and 42 civil-

inns) and '77 wounded (13 LXMJ an 162 (ci-jJL ns;). Thin area Irs. been tbe

s'-sne of frequent ambuahe* in the past few daya.

* * (On 15-16 August 6 river2.ns =rIt were 4azaged and 26 sailors. X-2d 5

* soldiears ),f AE* ALUA were woundeds -when ambushed in lth~ree separate incidm~t3

by ne=7 racketeers and :=china gunners from both banks of thA Je fra River

znclozurs (3)
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4 miles 3out4h of Ben Tr in Zion Hoa Province* Tw days later Ra~s 91

and 111 craft were attacked in two amzixshes along the Hai r~oi Ta Canal

in Di~nh TNong Province abou~t 6-8 z41as northwest 3f Cal. Bee T~hore were

N :avymn killedq 1 sailor declared Mi3sing in. act~ion and 29 waunded and

ftedavaced,'" wihi~le U. 3. Army losses amaunted to 2 soldiers killed and

53 Nouned during thie tvo dwrastating a~bushes. There ware six assault

craft da~maged, three oa the~a hoaviIl7 as a result of ?the t',,,4 aeixsbese

fLuring the period l&-19 AugustP eneiy losses amuntad to 41 Viet Gong

killed,

0 ~Mcxi~asure (3)
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NAVA'L AD)VISOM1. GROUP SMU'A2H?
Angut96

The VUJ Liver Pat~rol Group ('1PG) 51 redeployed an 1 Augnst. to

regular patrols on the Dong Nai.Rvratremleigistann

pat~rols albng the critical r'iver east 3f Sa.Q~on relieved the V. 3.

-kvr-3F!fL of two-thirds t.he -atr-31 area. One U. S. azlisted advisor

has beea assi,ýd to each river c-raft as '.!: V..IN s3a.Iors cerform Tj

7r-Ita1. function, oA inzwSctiJIg river 116afi and ~i tainiag area securit7y

anl the peima-z-ws of Sai4,~ono in additions, the ?=~s -4ro-ride gunfire

3upcort. to la.-d traaps du~ring operations to hialt tne gmem7ls flow 'if

zen and: --mtariz1.3 -~otlhe itla-rea.

RJ-th .onG oase !A 23/31 paR-tia-Iptatd ia t-4o D-zer-~ti-.s -)f

note Il: month ala 14,11 'kng /AcshI.9i Canal in Iinh Long

Rmvtinceo ar,-erut~ian ~ CFX2ý:'SD 9/5 -ir. aa as3au.tt opP-tti=f

conducted on 1.1. and 1L2 Augmt b7 ARV :Ian-r "nacom Z Sancee

-. units in the area scoutii of the -=- -and west oat the Go Chiena Ii-mr.

T~hirteen %4 craft provided mbilltýr, river bloc~ing and 1.:.k Gacurity

to the gro)ur' forcas during the to-day o:perutio *.A~ ne~

located and overwhe1md; 22 eauMV sold' ars sutered -Ctund3 -.ihila IS

*Jist Con; wore killed# 23 were takcen rizoners aid 61 3u3->-c-t were

* ~~datainedi. in addit~on to tuhs nixmerus -%eipwas5, a nzairion .and -.jar

.matarizls ca~t-wtd,, 15 tRU 5oldlers.. t~eld cap~tive o7 -zý!e n cr

* 2:~P 4 aclosime (4)
Dowa;;radad at 3 year 4-nter'n-ls
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*liberatedda a resutat of this *j;9=t.3.n,. C&H? i,/Wi 9/8 was

an AUVIA probo of Iiih Longl ?imvace =~ ;a lu~u;,tt, .- %t us the 3.AG

conW~ of U boats wore off.blmding 9th 'XIN wa~di&r 2~1ssai

soit~baa ofiih Loýg City# t-h rvisq aponod 'Ire with 3-1 and34

rockete, aiU-e4'. anld autamt~i*.o--a)4f Mire fzou bot.h banks :it the

cza.After Sur~essing the Mir. WAs 1udL'x& the tracps, the ;U1

craft, ived La a znortheastar17 dixectioa to modevac voaned and again&

war* at~t-eked fxna the northa bank. .*v Savy *laeanus covere~d the air

zeg4,aoa and tr'anit at tbM MI~3 bOat3 to the Ca Mde U-nr whor* MUs

0 ~took up escort* n Fas z( *.ns an.mnitar were in taw, si~ istained

daz-aag±g emzq7 fire; WW 3Ž7ailar53 vare ki~' ed an 10 ,or* -gzndod

Grqiund t.rops diisco'ired 41 anaW badias dur'l"? trneir falaa--~p w

%h *areaaturated by the air &.nd =a-ral -uni'rw.

Zo 3i± ±ntant7 batzl tno a&r4 ae artiIJler7 bItlan ia f ths

il= w~ith their US.X advisors wwo comitted tao umti-:azs 100 ;e-cr

cenzt of the tL** In cont~rast to last wzath's h",47 Staeosazt

reported (the 3th ~SatUin -ecordad 71 ae=o7 ki11ted *a 30) and 31

3uly)p tnis mnth prMved to be re2.Ati ~u27 uwre'entful --'r aiU. oattal-

Lonze L T~.krces o,~peruting ln 311 Go-,Arp.ctilea3. Zo~.- undur the

opeat4valo~ta1 f the 2L-t QVHY lhfaat17 Divisions was =s;**oe4

3f the 6th Irfantry Battalion aW the 5th B3att&a~inp -4ich joined the

tA3 -CM Z 0rc on AXIJ3t. ha-lg lWt. &V 3pvr.rtlon. 15aak 'Force 13

* ~ ~ ~ aaýz Lai '.h1 e Cpt. alJto Uzi~4 itrict coxuotuir4 ,patiraln -

* ~ ~~2 DC~IE
D0E

%..- .'. ~* 
.. *-..-* .- .
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MUAX~ in northeast Saigon ;-zd was co~xosed of' the 13t# 2nd, 3rd and

-4th batalions* ;ach task force empl~oyed ~mill unit pazrl iddhci

rao~rted negligi~blr era,-- canl.-ct, but c-on~r~rn.t~d to the deterrart

aff'ect onr enesnj momreai~ t.~~xi thtA.r aez f D pearatono



pseholo"Oeal and Civic Action .Operations

The major psyop efforts during the month was directed to the

ploi"tation of the VC/NA THID Offensive. With the offensive

iL•inent, all naval units developed active psyop programs to bolster

the popilace and to exploit the vulnerabilities generated or incurred

by the VC/XVA. Lessons learned from the Tet and 5 &qy offensives

provided nwn themes for exploitation. Several item were: failure

of the populous to rise up and support the attacks; heavy losses

sustai.ned by the VC/lIA in both attacks; and discrepancies between

VC/NVA indoctrination and reality rega.rding Ar-I/allied fl.hting spirit.

Heavy emphasis was also directed to Chism Hoi themis. During the month

there were at least 92 speaker zissions conducted with a number of the

missions drawing hostile fire. There were 10 Hai Chanha that rallied

to naval units with TI 316 accounting for seven. In one incident ISRs,

reacting quickly to .inta-oligence information regarding potential Viet

Cong ralliers, picked up four Hoi Chanhs east of Sa Dec on 14 August.

On 18 August a rallier disclosed the location of 100 Viet Cong near Qui

Xhon. Following the comencement of the Third 'Offensive, naval units

capitalised on the repeated losses aid failures of the anenq to achieve

victories.

Civic action was also pa-mount in the planned operations of all

units. Every opportunity was taken to continue the buiLai n of the GV

GCU(~P 4
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image and support of revolutionary development. MEDCAPs continued to

be the best media to gain the support of the people. More prevalent

were ccmbined )EDAs where US. and VN1 medical personnel worked as

a tezu During the conduct of 97 reported X= Ps over 23,400 patients

were treatedo The teams were wall received and the villagers continued

to provide valuable intelligence on 7lst Cong activity.

During one ,EDCAP conducted on 21 August a comined team composed of

an AU doctor, two Navy corpsuen, one U.S. Amry medic and a TH doctor hiked

two miles through paddies and jungle to -sach an obscure village about 6

miles east of Ben Tre. The team, accanpanied by security forces, treated

over 192 persons in the area where no XED-s had evmr been held bwfore*

The night before, four Viet Cong were killed in the vicinity of the MEDCAP

location by PF troops. The success of the ýEDCAP was considered a victory

for the allied effort. In Phong Dinh Province, at two hanlats located

about 5 miles southwest of Can Tho, TY 116 psyops personnel in coordination

"* . -with other local VIR and U.S. officials distributed 225 special prepared

"school kits to needy school children. The kits also contained pro-G psyop

appeal -eared to the childrents level of understanding. The program was

well received by the children and m-ca appreciated by the VN school officials.

In Qui Nhon TF' 115 personnel conducted a series of projects at the Save the

Children Center, a hospital/rehabilitation center for children mzaLntained by

British voJlunteers. Cleaning, painting and repairs was the order of the day.

* 2
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USBI STATISTICAL s.tIJMARY
August 1968

&MAXT MflE GAM9 ~f10DEN Nabile Riverine Force
Detections 95,324 174,290 *
Inspections 4,457 36,253 .
-.Boadigs .'.0,217 75,223
Craft dotai d 4
Persons detainad 1,140 * 174 .
Viet Cong suspects 15 107
Hbstile fire iuc:dent• 29 48 *
Eneoy casualties:

a*. hed 91(B.)+99(Z•.2) as 332
be Wiounded 5(BC)+25(',ST) 5 5
as Captured 1s 18 26

USS casualties:
as iWllod 3 3 5 USN1/25 USBA/1 VTM/2 AAYN
be, Wounded 3 23 33 U53/130 USS/2 V.=119 AMV

" c. Cap'iu -e 0 0 0

d. Amissin 0 0 1 USN

"a. Destroyed:
(1) -nks or sampan .. 5 122 10
(2) Structuras 290 149 1,036

bo Captared:
(1) Junks or" .mpans * 3 0
(2) 4eapons 10 10 1,274**I
(3) A-mnition (rounds) 100 52,776***
(4) Rice (tons) 45. 0

asc. Da.aed:
(1) Jwun or sampans 319 173 *
(2) structure 431 137 *

"USA material losa.s:
a* Dostroyi d3

(1) Surlac, craft 0 0 0
(2) al1ioopters 0 1

be Damged:
(1) Surface raft - 14 22
(2) Helioopter 0 7 *

SAR•missions 1 *

2emxrk: * Information zot applicable or not availalbe this date.

w Includes 821 zrenades and 124 mines.
S* Incldes 843 rocket/recoiless-..-ri'lo/,rt-ar rounds.

G0UP 4
Downgraded at 3 year interv-as .nclosure (6)

Declassi-fied after 12 yewrs rD

i," ". " "-" " " "" %-J" •""" % •" " " " " "' " " '""... . . . . .. . . . .".'.. . .'.. .".. . . ."."" .. . .. . .. .



U ECLASSIEl D

VNN/V1ý4C STATITICAL SUMMARY
August 1968

VMT.AWEE WThW:
Daily Average Seaa'ehed Detained

COASTAL ?CRCS, Operational E=sje Juk eoe JnsPol
I N~Z 37.2 36.9 25*248 80s226 1.9 373

1NZ52.3 51.0 27s219 73v698 45 488
~~III NZ 46.1 46.0 15,9849 45,84502

17 NZ 67.7 67.6 4,8 17,022 2

Sub-totals 73,303 216,791 66 878

0 PATROL SHiaS 38.2 34.0 788 2,955 4 32

M~ERINI AIREA
GRAF", 134.5 130.4 8,4 2740 0

?Qis40.6 371 -12170 3310 0

Total 137,304 255.,M5 70 910

VINAA1ESE M'AiiIIE COrPS!. Figures not available at this w~riting.

Rearkis:

*Pro'vided 88 Sanfire support missions.

# Includes RAG 27., RTEEG and RPG 51.

Enclosure (7)
GROU 4 Dc

Downgraded at 3 year iaterrals L., FlU
Declassified alfter 12 years ~iiM



F1 ED __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

USI1 CIVIC ACMTIN STATISTICAL SMEII~RY
August 1968

TOT~AL Mr.S~ I? 24AI-DA!S PMZSO.TL= 7 UITS ~4iDI II

iACTION ?PJWCS: 831. 5

COST OF SUPPLIES GC0MBUI3TM 3T '-MIIRiT#.~ !LPZSRCBS ?')R CIVIC
ACTIOSd PROjbC, DO$ 7439323

VOLUMJfAR C0O'C=1UI3qt: Vi$ 389M2

P--Q~j Of U.S* M4LTR IIC ACThN ACTIVTT"SS CON UCTL--
JOLI~fL WITH:

Percent

U.PS. ci-iliaii v1.u~ti4 agencies 2
Average percent ot seL'f-help b7 r-1 civilians 23

&'nomic Dewualopmat 6 3,000
aLiacation 23 23s756
Social Welfa~re 608 683.527
tanzportatioa 40

2.8fugee 63C0

I~S~TUT~SASSISTL.D-
:hmer

Ho~spitals/dispensarie3 5
)rphaagea10

Otheors 3

orpba~.,ge


